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THE PARISH OF ALL SAINTS’ COTTENHAM 
 
Annual Vestry Meeting  
Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
Wednesday 26th April 2017, 7.30pm, All Saints’ Hall 
 

 

 
Our Interregnum Prayer 
Almighty God our Heavenly Father, whose beloved Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, commanded Saint Peter to tend your flock, and Saint Paul to be your 
witness in all the world, and have charged us at All Saints’ and with all the 
saints to make disciples, send us, we pray, a priest to lead, teach, and 
pasture your flock at All Saints’ that we, abiding in Christ the true vine, may 
serve and witness in our community and bear much fruit to your glory, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 
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ALL SAINTS’ COTTENHAM - ANNUAL VESTRY MEETING 
Wednesday 26th April 2017 

 
AGENDA 
1  Minutes of the Annual Vestry meeting held on 25th April 2016 
2  Matters arising from the minutes 
3  Election of Churchwardens for 2017-2018 
4  Approval of the Charity Accounts for 2016 
 
 
Minutes of the Annual Vestry Meeting held on 25th April 2016 in All Saints’ Hall 
1. The minutes of the meeting at the previous APCM on 26th April 2015 had 
already been circulated in the 2015-16 booklet.  The minutes were unanimously 
accepted: proposed by Robert Ward, seconded by Margaret Edwards. There were 
no matters arising. 
 
2. Election of Churchwardens for 2016-2017 
The following were elected: 
Graham Appleby: proposed by Julian Cooper, seconded by Alison Wedgbury. 
Jennie Steer: proposed by Philip Saunders, seconded by Tony Cooke. 
Both Graham and Jennie were unanimously elected to continue to act as 
Churchwardens. 
Revd Kylie Hodgins thanked both Jennie and Graham for their many types of 
support during a very challenging year, for their care for church operations, the 
building and for herself.  An example was the hours spent ensuring the repairs to 
the church boilers. She added special thanks to the Assistant Wardens who 
worked steadily in the background throughout the year: David Woodcroft, Mike 
Marsh, Graham and Lesley Maile.  
  
3. Charity Accounts 2015-2016 – John Unwin 
John Unwin provided copies of the Charity Accounts and reported on them. 
Income and payment descriptions were clarified.   
Church and Causeway Charity (started with a £20 bequest in 1515): The income 
from this charity is from property and land rent which had increased slightly 
during the year and the interest from the Charity Official Investment Fund (COIF) 
which committed to invest in ethical funds as much as possible.  A proportion of 
funds is transferred into the Church Estate Charity whilst the remaining Causeway 
element goes to the Parish Council for the two burial grounds, All Saints’ 
churchyard and the Dissenters’ cemetery.  John explained that Trustees for this 
fund included Parish Councillors.  
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Church Estate Charity: The Church Estate Charity is used for repairs and 
maintenance and comes from the Church and Causeway Charity.  Money was now 
in a Virgin Deposit account, following advice from Robert Ward last year. This 
account had been used to pay the large amount for the recent wall repairs. The 
Trustees are the Incumbent and the Churchwardens.  
 
Dr John Fitzwilliam Charity (started in 1696): Half of the monies from this charity 
goes to promote Christian faith in Cottenham, covering books and printing, whilst 
the other half provides a fund for the poor. In past centuries this charity included 
many properties but there were none in 2016.  
 
The Goode Bequest: Half the money originates from the Church and Causeway 
Charity that is sent to the Parish Council is then returned to us and placed in the 
Goode Bequest account. Burial Fees also feed into this account. This bequest is 
used for churchyard expenses. Payment from the Parish Council was late last year, 
so two amounts were shown in the 2015 accounts.  
 
Ivatt Bequest (from 1953): This charity can be used for anything. It has £6000 
invested and currently pays for the photocopier lease and stationery.  
 
Sarah Anne Wallis Bequest (from 1920): This fund exists to benefit the poor of the 
parish. In the main, payments from this bequest were for Christmas ‘food’ parcels 
(All Saints’ partner with Cottenham United charities for the provision of these food 
parcels). All requests have to be approved by the trustees. Monies are given for 
food parcels and also for other requests. There was an ongoing need to use this 
money in ways appropriate to the 21st century. 
 
John expressed his thanks to Paul Daw for again independently examining the 
accounts. The Charity accounts were unanimously accepted: proposed by Mike 
Marsh, seconded by Pam Lumsden.  Revd Kylie Hodgins thanked John Unwin for 
his hard work on these accounts and the light touch of his presentation.  
 
The Annual Vestry meeting for 2015-16 was closed. 
 
Signed:                      Date: 
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ALL SAINTS’ COTTENHAM ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

Wednesday 26th April 2017 
 
AGENDA 
 
1. Apologies for absence 

 
2. Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 25th April 2016 

 
3. Matters arising from the minutes 

 
4. Fabric Report for 2016-17 

 
5. Electoral Roll Report for 2016-2017 

 
6. Report of proceedings of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) 2016-17 

 
7. Report from Deanery Synod 2016-17 

 
8. Treasurer’s Report: Financial statements for the year ending                                  

31st December 2016, independently examined 
 

9. Reports of All Saints’ Church activities in 2016-17 
 

10. Elections for Deanery Synod 2017-2020 
 

11. Elections for the PCC 2017-2018 
 

12. Appointment of Sidespeople 2017-2018 
 

13. Appointment of an Independent Examiner for 2017-18 
 

14. Vice-Chairman’s Report 
 

15. Any other business 
 

 
The new PCC will meet immediately after the APCM to appoint the officers. 
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Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting on Monday 25th April 2016 
 
Present:  Revd Kylie Hodgins (Chair), Graham Appleby, Maggie Appleby,            
Tony Cooke, Julian Cooper, Erin Coppin, Margaret Edwards, Ken Hewitt, Frances 
Horgan, Ron Horgan, Edward Kramer, Gill Kramer, Mick Lumsden, Pam Lumsden, 
Jennifer Macbeth, Emma McCaughan, Mike Marsh, Vicki Norton, Christine Roe, 
Alex Saunders, Philip Saunders, Jennie Steer, John Unwin, Matthew Unwin,     
Robert Ward, Jane Webster, Joe Webster, Alison Wedgbury, Brenda Woodman                
(29 people).  
 
Apologies:  Emma Bodsworth, Paul Daw, Biddy Dowdy, Mac Dowdy,            
Graham Maile, Lesley Maile, David Ward, Sarah Ward (8 people). 
 
1. Minutes of the previous APCM on 26th April 2015 
The minutes were unanimously accepted: proposed by Robert Ward, seconded by 
Jennie Steer. There were no matters arising.  
 
2. Churchwardens’ Report, including Fabric Report 
The report, having been previously circulated in the booklet, was accepted.  
Revd Kylie Hodgins thanked Graham Appleby and Jennie Steer, in particular for 
their work on the wall repairs. There had been excellent feedback on last year's 
unsuccessful grant application for roof repairs and a response to the re-
submission in 2016 was expected in June. Revd Hodgins thanked David Steer for 
his further work on the application. The relaunch of a Fabric group in 2016 was 
welcomed. Three volunteers had already come forward and more were invited.  
 
3. Electoral Roll Report – Emma McCaughan 
The report, having been previously circulated in the booklet, was accepted.  
Revd Kylie Hodgins thanked Emma for continuing to work on the electoral roll and 
for encouraging people to renew their inclusion and others to join the roll for the 
first time.  
 
4. Report of the proceedings of the Parochial Church Council - Alison Wedgbury 
The report, having been previously circulated in the booklet, was accepted. Alison 
had also this year attended the All Saints' Rampton APCM in support as Rampton 
PCC has only two members and no PCC Secretary.  At each Cottenham PCC 
meeting there is a volunteer to write a brief summary of discussions for the All 
Saints' monthly newsletter.  
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5. Report from Deanery Synod – Edward Kramer 
The report, having been previously circulated in the booklet, was accepted. 
Revd Kylie Hodgins thanked Edward Kramer for his continued representation of All 
Saints' Cottenham which he had to balance with his extra duties as Lay Chairman 
of the Deanery Synod.  She explained the importance of the flow of information 
about decisions between the different levels of church processes: to and from 
PCC, Deanery Synod, Diocesan Synod, General (national) Synod. During 2016-17, 
the PCC, Deanery and Diocesan Synods would start to address the issues raised in 
the Ely Diocese 2025 Strategy document, agreed last year.  
 
6. Treasurer’s Report: Financial statements independently examined for the year 
ending 31st December 2015 – Sue Hooks and Graham Appleby 
A detailed set of accounts and presentation slides were made available. Sue Hooks 
noted the good news that we had met all our financial commitments even though 
the continuing deficit was of great concern. Expenditure in 2015 had seriously 
eaten into our reserves. Graham Appleby asked church members to always update 
their Gift Aid details annually to help the process. Sue Hooks' report included 
thanks to the many people taking part in fundraising for All Saints' and for external 
charities (the Children's Society, Samaritan's Purse, Jimmy's, Tearfund and CBM).  
She expressed special thanks to Maggie Appleby for ensuring a steady income 
stream from All Saints' Hall.  
 
Revd Kylie Hodgins thanked Sue Hooks for her work as Treasurer during each of 
the past 14 years and for the clarity of the accounts. She asked all present to 
recognise the huge sense of responsibility that Sue had always brought to the role.  
She also thanked Graham Appleby for his help with the accounts and Gift Aid 
claims, and Paul Daw for the independent examination of the accounts.  
 
7. Reports of All Saints’ Church activities in 2015-16 
The written reports, having been previously circulated in the booklet, were 
accepted. Revd Kylie Hodgins drew attention to the importance of the points for 
prayer and encouraged all to use these, linking them with the nine All Saints' 
Cottenham Values that were agreed in 2009.  She asked all to recognise that 
everything at All Saints' is underpinned by prayer – all meetings, reports and 
activities.  She expressed special thanks to the Pastoral Care Authorised Lay 
Ministers (ALMs) for their regular visiting, their care for individuals and their now 
well-established monthly Fellowship Teas, to Maggie Appleby for the daily work 
involved in managing the hall, to Emma McCaughan and Sarah Ward for all their 
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work with children, to Jane Webster for the excellent newsletter and magazine 
and to the choir and musicians for their many contributions to services.   
 
 
8. Elections: PCC for 2016-17 
All PCC members from 2015-16 were continuing into 2016-17. There had been one 
resignation as Zach Beauvais had moved away from the region and to another 
church. There were therefore eight vacancies. Four new nominations had been 
received so all were elected. The outcome of elections for was: 
New Elected Members:   
Erin Coppin: proposed by Emma McCaughan, seconded by Alison Wedgbury. 
Margaret Edwards: proposed by Jennie Steer, seconded by Graham Appleby. 
Frances Horgan: proposed by Alison Wedgbury, seconded by Christine Copeland. 
Pam Lumsden: proposed by Maggie Appleby, seconded by Margaret Edwards. 
Continuing Elected Members:  
Julian Cooper, Emma McCaughan, David Ward, and Alison Wedgbury.  
Ex-officio members of the PCC:   
Revd Kylie Hodgins. 
Churchwardens: Jennie Steer, Graham Appleby. 
Treasurer: Sue Hooks.  
Deanery Synod: Edward Kramer. One vacancy unfilled, to be co-opted.  
 
 
9.  Appointment of Sidespeople. 
Revd Kylie Hodgins stressed how important this role was in welcoming people to 
our services and in encouraging them to come back. She expressed thanks to Pat 
Sumner who was no longer able to attend church regularly but remained an 
encouraging presence at prayer group.   
The following were unanimously appointed sidespeople for 2016-17: proposed by 
Julian Cooper, seconded by Mike Marsh.  
Maggie Appleby, Margaret Edwards, Robert Jones, Edward Kramer, Gill Kramer, 
Graham Maile, Lesley Maile, Boyd Rose, June Rose, Alex Saunders, Philip 
Saunders, Mike Smith, Sue Smith, Robert Ward, David Woodcroft.  
 
10. Appointment of an Independent Examiner for 2016-17. 
It was unanimously agreed that Paul Daw be re-appointed as Independent 
Examiner for 2016-17:  proposed by Sue Hooks, seconded by Mike Marsh. 
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11. Report of the Priest in Charge 
Revd Kylie Hodgins introduced her report with further thanks for the many ways 
that people support All Saints' church life during the year, reflecting the wonderful 
news of a God of abundance, grace and generosity who calls us to join in. It was 
good also to look forward to Andrew Steer's ordination as deacon on 2nd July in 
Wakefield Cathedral. For the main part of her report, she then focused on some 
key issues from 2015-16. 
 
Revd Bridget Baguley's leaving early 
This had been sad and painful for everyone, including herself as Rector and she 
thanked people for their understanding and support. She explained that curates 
do not come to 'help us out', they come to train. Sometimes they are not able to 
receive the training they need in their first post and so they move on. This was 
hard but not unusual. It had happened with another curate in the Ely Diocese 
shortly after Bridget's move and in another similar diocese it happened with an 
average of two a year. There had been an eight month process with Ely Diocese of 
trying to make it possible for Bridget to stay. Her move was a big decision, made 
by the Diocese as best for all. The best and right decisions were not always easy 
and it was not always possible to see why at the time. The good news was that 
Cottenham and Rampton had seen the best of Bridget and her best was very good. 
It was encouraging that responsibilities of Bridget's were being continued in 2016 
by others: Thursday Morning Prayer by Jennie Steer, Maggie Appleby and Alison 
Wedgbury, home study groups by Mick and Pam Lumsden, Alpha by Churches 
Together in Cottenham. It was now time to discuss what else Cottenham people 
wanted to see develop and how we would all put it into place 
 
Refurbishment 
We had already heard some of the story in various reports this evening. Revd Kylie 
Hodgins confirmed that we now had permission from the Chancellor for the work, 
based on the revised plans of 2015. There would be court costs to pay, estimated 
at £1,700, and then we could apply for the Faculty. A contractor had visited to give 
an overall estimate of what we would need to raise.  A figure of £250,000 would 
be likely to cover the works, chairs, sound system, a contingency fund and VAT 
(some VAT would be reclaimable).  There had been one anonymous generous 
donation in Spring 2016 to add to the many smaller amounts already raised 
through events. Together these would kick-start the process. She asked those 
present to think about what they might do and gave the example of recent 
Cottenham Cares activities that involved people from across the community.  
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The generous gift of Marian Bicheno's house 
The house that Marian Bicheno so generously left to All Saints' Cottenham had 
now become legally owned in trust by the Diocese on behalf of Cottenham church. 
We had various responsibilities locally for maintenance and insurance. After long 
and careful discussions, the majority view in the PCC was to sell the house rather 
than let it, as this seemed the best use of our skills and energies. We would invest 
the proceeds to provide for the longer term. It was important to use the money 
wisely, not to pay church running costs but to add value to future church life, eg 
through funding the work of an administrator, families’ worker or other.  
 
 
Reflecting on thoughts from the last APCM and how those had been achieved in 
2015-16 
Revd Kylie Hodgins highlighted on two wall charts how all the activities at All 
Saints' Cottenham in the past year had built on what people had said they wanted 
to see. The charts showed how much had happened in support of both adults and 
children. In conclusion, a short video was screened, showing highlights of the past 
year.  
 
 
12. Close of meeting 
There were no other elections to consider and no other business to discuss. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.30pm with the Ely 900 Prayer: 
 
God of mission, we are your church, Christ’s body on earth, your holy people for 
your needy world. In our thinking, give us wisdom, in our planning, give us faith to 
move mountains, in our action, give us the power of your Spirit that all we do and 
think and say may be for your glory  and for the growth of the kingdom of your 
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen.  
 
 
All present were then able to stay and enjoy refreshments, a further slideshow of 
images from 2015-16, join in conversations and consideration of the poster 
showing all the year's activities and involvement of people of all ages.     
 
 
 
Signed:       Date:   
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, COTTENHAM, CAMBRIDGESHIRE (DIOCESE OF ELY) 

ANNUAL REPORT and FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

of the PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

for the year ended 31st December 2016 
 
Incumbent: The Revd Kylie Hodgins (to October 2016) 

The Rectory, 6 High Street, Cottenham, Cambridge CB24 8SA 
 
Independent Examiner:  Mr Malcom Dee 
 
Background 
All Saints' Church, Cottenham PCC has the responsibility for co-operating with the 
Rector, in promoting in the ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of the Church, 
pastoral, evangelistic, social, and ecumenical. 
 
Membership 
The PCC is a charity exempted from registration with the Charity Commission. 
Members of the PCC are either ex officio or elected by the annual parochial church 
meeting in accordance with the Church Representation Rules. 
 
During the year 2016-17 the following served as members of the PCC: 
Incumbent (to October 2016)  The Revd Kylie Hodgins 
Churchwardens    Graham Appleby 

Jennie Steer 
Representative on the Deanery Synod  Edward Kramer  
Elected members   Julian Cooper (to Sept 2016) 

Erin Coppin 
Margaret Edwards 

Assistant Treasurer   Frances Horgan 
Pam Lumsden 
Emma McCaughan 
David Ward 

Secretary (to Sept 2016)  Alison Wedgbury (to Sept 2016) 
Co-opted members 
Treasurer          Sue Hooks  
Secretary (from Oct 2016)        Esther Hunt (from Oct 2016) 
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Fabric, Goods & Ornaments of the Church                  Graham Appleby 
It has been a busy year for all matters relating to church fabric at All Saints'.  The 
main issues have been the need to address the leaking roof and on-going progress 
with the reordering project. Both items, plus a number of relatively more minor 
issues, continue regularly to be on the agendas for discussion at both Fabric 
Committee and PCC meetings. 
 
Work to rebuild the churchyard wall finally ended early in 2016; the result is a very 
robust structure that should sustain our boundary for tens of years to come. On 
the North boundary of the churchyard, close to a neighbouring garden fence, a 
disused 19th Century Sexton shed was discovered to be in a dangerous state of 
near-collapse, and clearly needed urgent attention. Our architect agreed that 
repair would entail major and costly work, so the Wardens sought and were 
granted a Faculty for demolition, which was carried out in October. 
 
During the year the PCC agreed formally to appoint David Steer as honorary 
project manager for the roof repair work, following his very generous offer to 
carry out that much-needed role. David applied a second time for a grant under 
the Listed Places of Worship (LPOW) government scheme, citing the urgent repairs 
that are needed to the roof of our listed church. Thankfully this year’s bid was 
successful and the full cost, including a contingency for unforeseen extra work, has 
been granted by LPOW. Given that we know that bats are present in the church, a 
survey was carried out, with the result that work can be carried out on the roof in 
two time-windows that exclude the main summer season. Scaffolding has been 
erected with work to begin in late March 2017. Given the heightened security risk 
of having scaffolding present, despite it being alarmed against intrusion, the PCC 
spent some time discussing the advantages and otherwise of installing further 
security measures. It was agreed finally not to install a roof alarm, but a CCTV 
system is still under consideration. During the hours of darkness, both entrance 
gates will be combination-locked using chains. Nearby households were informed 
about the works and asked to be vigilant, but impact on the neighbourhood 
should be minimal. 
 
Towards the end of 2016 the long-awaited Faculty to reorder the church was 
received, with a formal window to carry out the work of 18 months from October 
2016. In subsequent meetings of the PCC since Rev’d Hodgins’ calling to her new 
parish, the PCC has unanimously affirmed its support of the work, and progress is 
being made. An order has been placed with a metal-working artist to construct the 
novel altar rail, designed by Mac Dowdy, that will be installed in a new wooden 
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Dais that will replace the Chancel steps. It is anticipated that this part of the work 
will be in place by late 2017. Further discussion both within PCC and with the 
architect on the other elements of the reordering work has questioned the value 
and necessity of the under-floor heating, it being decided not to go ahead with 
this item. It is expected that the architect will place tenders for the major part of 
the work in April, with a planned commencement of the works in January 2018.  
 
A couple of two-day working parties were organised during the year, when items 
such as clearing out debris from ground and lower-roof-level gullies, tidying the 
Memorial Garden and neglected graves and cutting back overhanging branches 
from trees were tackled by ten-strong groups of helpers. New shingle was spread 
across the western drive of the churchyard, and a large amount of soil left over 
from the wall rebuild was re-distributed in the churchyard; these latter two tasks 
were greatly eased by John Unwin and his impressive farm machinery. The 
churchwardens would like to thank everyone who worked very hard during these 
workdays, as well as the chef who prepared the very welcome hot-dogs for 
lunches. Further items to be addressed in 2017 include broken path slabs and 
several failed light bulbs high in the church building. 
 
The failing sound system in church was replaced by an all-wireless system during 
the year which has worked nearly faultlessly since. The two heating boilers 
continue to keep the church warm, with several visiting clergy during the 
interregnum commenting on our comfortable church. 
 
In March 2017, the churchwardens inspected the goods and ornaments of the 
church as listed in the church property register (the terrier). There were no issues 
arising from this inspection. 
 
 
Electoral Roll                              Emma McCaughan 
In the course of the year, eight names have been removed from the roll.          
Eight were due to deaths, and two have moved away from the area. 
 
There have been three new applications to join the roll, so the roll has decreased 
by five. 
 
The total number on the roll now stands at 129, of whom 11 live outside the 
parish. 
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Parochial Church Council (PCC)                 Esther Hunt 
The PCC has met 10 times during the year with 89% attendance.  During the 
Vacancy we are meeting monthly to manage the workload, with Lay Vice-Chair 
Graham Appleby.  This year we have enjoyed the expertise of two Treasurers 
during the transition from Sue Hooks to Frances Horgan.  Three members moved 
away during the year; the Revd Kylie Hodgins in October, Julian Cooper and Alison 
Wedgbury in September.  Esther Hunt was co-opted to replace Alison as Secretary.    
There were four vacancies until September and then six.  Fabric has occupied 
significant time together with the Vacancy and future of Rampton.   
 
 
Deanery Synod           Edward Kramer 
During the year a new grouping was established within the deanery comprising 
the parishes of Over, Longstanton, Willingham and Swavesey with the Revd Julie 
Anderson as Team Rector.  Revd Lynda Davies was appointed as Team Vicar in the 
autumn.  This group will also have responsibility for Northstowe and a pioneer 
minister will be appointed at the appropriate time.  As part of this reorganisation, 
Conington is moving to the Bourn deanery and Fen Drayton to the Huntingdon 
deanery.  Because there are now fewer stipendiary clergy in the deanery, our 
treasurers have negotiated a revised contribution from the deanery to the 
diocesan budget. 
 
At the July meeting in Cottenham we heard from Revd Peter Wood, Director of 
Mission, about the Diocese of Kigali, Ruanda and our links arising from a friendship 
between Bishop Stephen and Bishop Louis.  He spoke about some of the projects 
where we were collaborating, including the training of pastors and bikes for 
pastors – 45 purchased so far at £75 per bike.  (Parishioners may recall that Peter 
recently took a service at All Saints accompanied by Bishop Louis.) 
 
The March Synod in Landbeach was an open meeting led by Peter Wood and Revd 
Linda Church (Director of Ministry), well-known to Cottenham. 
 
Nurturing a confident people 
We were told of new training courses open to anyone, including discipleship, 
following a Rule of Life, e.g. Benedictine and for Baptism co-ordinators.  These are 
just a few – the full list is impressive (see diocesan web-site). 
 
 
 



14 

 

Fresh expressions of church 
The diocese has a target of establishing 15 new church communities each year and 
in 2016 that target was met!  We were told of pioneer ministers and 
congregations in church schools.  The Local Mission Project Fund can provide 
funds – up to £3,000 for a one-off project or up to £20,000 from the Growth Fund 
(and match funding) for a project which may involve employing staff.  We were 
encouraged to be imaginative and given a list of ideas – some whimsical, others 
more realistic.  Those present couldn’t fail to catch the enthusiasm of Linda and 
Peter.  When time permits, I hope the PCC can discuss new initiatives which could 
attract funds from these funds.  Your Representatives are Margaret Edwards and 
Edward Kramer, who also serves as Lay Chairman of Synod.   
 
We give thanks that the deanery synod is able to meet as it does, freely and 
without seeking the permission of the authorities.  We pray for your church in 
those countries where church meetings are either forbidden or arouse suspicion. 
 
Finance                               Sue Hooks 
I am delighted to report that we paid all our commitments during 2016 although, 
as in past years, it was a challenge.  Most of the income for the Church continues 
to come from regular planned giving either via standing order or by the weekly 
envelope scheme, although fewer now contribute this way.  Regular giving is vital 
to sustain the mission of the Church for Christian worship and support, as well as 
enabling the Church to be seen as a real focus in the life of our village community.  
Income is boosted by Gift Aid which adds 25% to the amount contributed by every 
tax payer who has signed up for it. Recovery of Gift Aid is an important part of our 
income and we are grateful for support from those who give through the scheme. 
I am indebted to Graham Appleby for his work in recovering Gift Aid.   
 
Support for fundraising events, both for our Charities and towards Re-Ordering 
has been mixed and the amount raised does not always reflect the efforts made to 
organise them. I feel confident that any of the Fundraising Committee, members 
of the PCC or Church Wardens would welcome any ideas for fund raising events 
or, indeed, if you have any thoughts on the events organised thus far.  Sincere 
thanks for the generosity of all those who supported any of the events, either by 
helping with the organisation or by attending and thus donating.  All these events 
provide an opportunity to get together for fun and fellowship and can be a useful 
means of inviting friends along to come and get to know us better. 
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There has been good progress made in applying for grants towards re-ordering 
and for the work on renewing part of the roof. This is as a result of a great deal of 
research and hard work and thanks are in order for all concerned. 
 
Income from Hall lettings has been fairly consistent and, in addition to giving the 
means to pay for repairs and maintenance, it provides substantial income to 
support other areas within the church.  This is due in the main to the care and 
efficiency of Maggie Appleby who works hard with the bookings and caretaking to 
ensure things run smoothly for all hirers and makes sure that the hall is available 
for all Church activities.  
 
On the whole expenditure has been well controlled but there continues to be a 
deficit between income and expenditure although this has been masked this year 
by the injection of income from grants which have not yet been spent.  Our largest 
expenditure is the contribution made to the cost of ministry through the Parish 
Share, a levy paid by all churches in the diocese using a formula that is regularly 
reviewed.  The Parish Share is paid in part through a monthly direct debit, and for 
this we receive an annual discount from the Diocese. Thus the larger the monthly 
contribution, the more we receive back. In 2017, we have increased our monthly 
contribution so it will be interesting to see what difference this makes at the end 
of the year when the balance is due.  
 
In conclusion, the coming year will doubtless be yet another with great challenges 
if we are to meet our commitments and continue to support our local community 
as well as contribute to those in need in the wider church. We also face many 
opportunities for change as well as holding onto the things, which have sustained 
us thus far. An exciting future is only possible through the generosity of all who 
contribute and are the means to enable us to be fully committed financially to the 
mission of the Church and to our Charities. Whatever the future brings, there is 
certainly a costly time ahead but one which will made easier through our faith, 
goodwill, support and continued friendship.  
 
Father, we give you thanks for the dedication and commitment of this church 
community and the part every individual plays in its life.  We ask for your blessing 
on all our activities and your guidance as we plan for the future whilst continuing 
to meet our commitments to You, to one another and for the financial stability of 
this Church.   
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All Saints’ Hall          Maggie Appleby 
The hall has regular hirers every weekday, with additional ad hoc booking for 
parties and training sessions.  Each booking requires a hire agreement to be 
completed and an invoice to be sent following the hire.   
 
Currently we employ a cleaner for three hours a week. However these two 
cleaning sessions are on fixed days and times, meaning that additional cleaning is 
very often required after events. It is therefore important to remember that if we 
as a church use the hall that we aim to leave it in a suitable condition for the next 
hire…. This may mean spot-mopping the floor, emptying the paper towel bins and 
taking the tea-clothes home to wash.  
 
We have purchased five new tables for the hall this year and I will be asking the 
PCC to consider redecoration of the main hall during the next financial year….. 
let’s hope that I can report next year that it has been done!  
 
The hall provides a substantial financial contribution to All Saints’ general funds, 
raising circa £9-10K per annum and as such is a great asset. This money supports 
the full payment of the parish share and allows us, the congregation, to use the 
hall at no costs to ourselves. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to meet together to discuss your word in a friendly 
and hospitable environment, we pray that our discussions will be fruitful and help 
us in the understanding of your word. 
 
 
In 2009, we agreed to be guided by six new ‘Mission Action Points’.  These 
continue to underpin everything that we do. 
 
Pray for all who organize or take part in life at All Saints’ Cottenham. 
 
Sunday, weekday and festival services 
We are fortunate to be able to sustain a range of regular and special services for 
all-comers throughout the year. It is a joy to welcome people for baptism and 
marriage services and a privilege to be with people at funerals. Our services 
combine both the traditional and new. Our church building is also open every day 
as a quiet space for prayer.   
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Tuesday Church                   Emma McCaughan 
Tuesday Church meets fortnightly in termtime. It is still generally quite a small 
group, but the regular attenders love coming. In the summer we looked at the 
sermon on the mount, and then we have followed series on "friends and enemies" 
and "famine and feast", with a mix of Old and New Testament stories.  We have a 
mix of children's and "grown-up" songs, as well as the story, a craft activity and 
prayers. 
 
Frances Horgan has joined the team to play the piano and free Emma up to lead, 
and Jennie organises the refreshments. 
 
 

The 9.30 Service                            Emma McCaughan 
This is aimed at under-sixes and their families, and is often the first port of call for 
families we meet through Little Saints or baptism visits. We have a simple story, 
action songs, and prayers which children share with their parents. Two of this 
year's weddings were families who come to the 9:30. Again, Frances has taken 
over the music to free Emma up, and Margaret has also led some months. The 
Nativity Service, aimed at the same age-group, attracted over 80 this year.  
 
Women’s World Day of Prayer Service                Erin Coppin 
The Women’s World Day of Prayer was on Friday 3 March .  This is an annual 
ecumenical event, designed each year by women from a different country.  This 
year, the service was designed by the women of the Philippines, and was on the 
theme, ‘Am I being unfair to you?’ Cheryle Lowe lead the service, Emma 
McCaughan played the piano, and several women from All Saints’ (and one other 
church, C3) took part as readers.  We were asked to consider a piece of artwork 
that had been commissioned especially for the occasion, a painting by a Filipino 
artist showing an unequal world: one half was bright and colourful and one half 
was grey and bleak.  We read thought-provoking stories of economic injustice 
from the Philippines as well as relevant readings from the Bible, and the 
congregation was invited to reflect on the theme of fairness and justice.     
 
The service was well-attended by Christians from across Cottenham, including 
residents who normally attend Cottenham Baptist Church, Cottenham Salvation 
Army Church, Histon Baptist Church, City Church, and others.   At the end of the 
service, Cheryl passed a Women’s World Day of Prayer candle to Pam Barratt, one 
of the new ministers at the Salvation Army, for the service next year.  We raised 
just over £135 for the WWDP organization. 
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Authorised Lay Ministers        Maggie Appleby 
During the last six months the Authorised Lay Ministry (ALM) role has widened 
considerably owing to the Interregnum. Following Kylie’s calling to another parish, 
the ALMs met with the Revd Janet Glover (diocesan Assistant Director of 
Ordinands, with responsibility for ALMs) to agree their plans and confirm the 
support of the diocese. Before Kylie left she requested  that  Pam and Mick 
Lumsden  oversee weekly home groups, which they have done along with Lynda 
Unwin. 
 
Since October 2016 the ALMs, supported by Matthew and Esther Hunt and 
Frances Horgan, have provided monthly services/Holy Communion in Fitzwilliam 
House, Cottenham Court Nursing Home and Coolidge Gardens.  
 
One-to-one home visits for Communion and prayer continue as before. Following 
discussions with and agreement from the PCC Pam is currently setting up,  
together with Cheryl Lowe, an individual prayer initiative to be held  during the 
10.30 Communion service. 
 
The ALMs are always happy to visit individuals who feel that they would like to 
receive communion or personal prayer in their own home.  
 
Lynda Unwin wrote the material for this year’s ecumenical Lenten study, which is 
based on the film Jesus Christ Superstar. The ALMs thank Bethan, Cheryl and 
Frances for their support in leading the weekly Compline service during Lent.  
 
Father God we are your disciples, help us to share the light and joy of your word 
with others.   
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Music                       Rod Halls 
Since Robin Horgan left Cottenham to pursue his musical studies at the Guildhall 
in London, Frances has taken over the baton from her son and is doing a splendid 
job of directing the choir (and playing the piano for practices). The direct result of 
this is a more consistent choir membership from week to week and a continuation 
of a significant musical presence and leadership in our weekly worship. However, 
choir members would love to be joined by anyone who would like to develop their 
own singing ability and enhance the life of our church. 
 
Our ‘player’ rota has suffered a little this year. Lucy Maynard, whose 
improvisations on hymn tunes is nothing less than inspiring, has had to stand 
down because of pressure from her teaching commitments. Hopefully, she will be 
able to offer to play at the occasional service; I know she will be warmly 
welcomed. We have also said goodbye to Gabriel Bates, whose sixth form studies 
have got the better of him.  Perhaps, when his organ-playing has had time to 
develop, we will see him on the diocesan organists’ rota. Meanwhile, Emma, 
Alison and I will share the responsibility (until a new incumbent has other ideas!). 
 
The choir and players are all extremely grateful to Lynda Unwin who, since the 
beginning of the interregnum, has chosen the hymns and circulated the list to us 
in good time for the services. I have been particularly impressed by her hymn for 
peace, ‘O gracious Lord and Father of us all’. Maybe we can encourage her to 
write some more… 
 
Thank you, Lord, that we have been able to provide valuable musical experiences 
to enhance our worship at All Saints.  May we look forward to developing our 
music by introducing more players, instruments and musical styles that will enrich, 
excite and challenge us.       
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Bellringing                  Simon Wilson 
The first recorded event, was the annual dinner on the 23rd March, followed by 
the tower maintenance day 7th May.  We won the Ely District method striking 
competition at Longstanton on 14th May and the plaque is engraved and on 
display in the ringing room, we also came second in the call changes section.  
 
We have rung for 4 weddings; 2 other weddings did not require our talent.  June 
4th saw us hosting the District afternoon ring and we also welcomed 2 bands of 
visiting ringers, 18th June, from Sharnbrook and 1st August, the “Rambling 
Ringers” from Staffs.  We managed to give a tour to the Cottenham Cubs on the 
4th July.    
 
A special ring of a Half Muffled Quarter Peal took place on the 100th anniversary of 
the death, during the battle of the Somme, of a Cottenham resident and 
bellringer, Private Sidney Charles Peters.   
 
During 2016 we saw the departure of our Priest in Charge, Kylie Hodgins and rang 
a Quarter Peal prior to her last Cottenham service.  We had an enjoyable ringing 
outing to Lincolnshire on Saturday 15th October and our thanks go to Ben Ricketts 
for organising this.   
 
I moved to Cottenham in 1976 and soon after, I joined a tower full of learners, to 
be taught, by the then Tower Captain, Fred Gifford.  I persevered whilst many 
gave up, so I was pleased to be successful in calling a Peal, of mixed doubled on 
the 40th anniversary, 5th November. 
 
We were unable to practice three times on a Wednesday night; Ash Wednesday, 
Holy week and the Wednesday between Christmas and the New Year Quarters.  
We rang prior to all Sunday Services and for the extra Christmas ones, ending the 
year by ringing the Old out. 
 
We surpassed our record for the number of Quarter Peals and managed 32.  We 
have already discussed ringing a peal on the anniversary of the recorded collapse 
of the spire in 1617 and Philip Saunders is currently researching the precise date 
but this is proving difficult.  We are always pleased to be asked to ring the Tower 
or Handbells for special occasions and to welcome any newcomers into the band, 
do ask. 
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Cottenham Handbells            Gerald Walker 
Little is known of the early history of the handbells apart from the inscription on 
their box which relates that they were bought for the bellringers in 1878.  The 
bells fell into disuse some time after the Second World War until they were 
revived about 20 years ago.  The bellringers rang carols at Christmas time to raise 
money to have the bells refurbished and retuned.  Subsequently two extra bells 
were purchased.  We now have a repertoire of over two hundred tunes of various 
genres.   
 
In 2016 we gave a performance at Ely Methodist Church - basically a talk about 
bells illustrated with tunes and ending with some of the audience having a go at 
playing Belmont.  Later on we took the bells to the Cottenham Guides Group and 
let them try their hand at playing tunes.  At Christmas, as has become customary, 
we rang carols as the congregation assembled for the Christmas Eve carol service.  
Few of the current band are tower bell ringers and new ringers would be 
welcome.  We ring by numbers so musical knowledge is not essential.   We are 
happy to give demonstrations to any local groups and let them try their hand. 
 
 
 
Social and Fellowship                   Sue Hooks 
It has been another busy year for the Social and Fellowship Team. There are a 
number of events which have become part of our regular  undertakings. These 
include our increasingly popular Fellowship Tea held on the third Monday of each 
month at Franklyn Gardens, Shrove Tuesday Supper and a meal on Maundy 
Thursday as well as All Souls Tea. This year the sun shone on our Summer B.B.Q. 
which was combined with our farewells to Kylie.  
 
We served celebratory refreshments at Christmas and Easter and provided 
refreshments at many of the Fund Raising events. In addition we provided 
refreshments following two funerals, and organised the Lent Lunches, which, 
along with Shrove Tuesday and Maundy Thursday is our main way of raising 
money for our charities. Delicious food was also served during packing days for 
our other charity, Operation Christmas Child.  
 
Sincere thanks to the small but wonderful team and to everyone else who has 
helped our efforts or who has supported in any way.  We are always glad to 
welcome anyone who would like to join us, it is very hard work but great fun.  
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Prayer                     Jennie Steer 

Prayer has remained a vital part of our lives together at All Saints' in many varied 
ways over the past year. 
 

We have continued to meet together for Morning Prayer every Thursday at 
9.15am, apart from the period of Lent when we have come together in the 
evening for Compline.  Numbers at Morning Prayer have increased since last 
autumn from two people to around four or five people on most occasions. 
 
We have also continued to meet at the Prayer Circle during the year on the last 
Thursday afternoon of the month.   Sadly, late last year, we lost two of our loyal 
members who moved to other parts of the country, Alison Wedgbury to Devon 
and Pat Sumner to Newcastle-upon-Tyne. However, there are still four of us who 
meet regularly to pray together.  Throughout the year, we have met in Histon, 
Rampton and Cottenham at different members' homes.   
 

Further to regular prayer times, there have been one off events such as The World 
Day of Prayer, held this year at All Saints' early in March. The service had been 
prepared by Christian women in the Philippines on the theme 'Am I being unfair to 
you?' This subject presented some challenging ideas.  There were around 25 
Christians at this service drawn from different churches in Cottenham. 
 
On a different note, we are also hoping to develop prayer for individuals during 
our communion service.  We trialled this recently and hope that in future, this will 
become a regular feature. 
 
Lastly, our interregnum prayer meetings have played a vital part at this time of 
uncertainty.  At the beginning of our clergy vacancy, we adopted a corporate 
prayer and subsequently, as we looked to the future, we gathered to pray for 
specific issues on our parish profile, our next minister, the selection panel and the 
parishes of Cottenham and Rampton.  To date, there have been three interregnum 
prayer meetings, all at different venues with around fifteen people attending on 
each occasion.  This time of prayer has been invaluable in bringing us closer to 
God as we seek His will to further His kingdom here in Cottenham and Rampton. 
 
Our grateful thanks go to all those who lead our intercessions on Sundays and all 
those who have led particular prayer events throughout the year. 
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Prayer               Pam Lumsden 
In March of this year a new initiative to offer one-to-one prayer was commenced 
These prayer sessions are available at the side altar twice a month following 
Communion at the 10.30 services for everyone who would like personalized 
prayer either for themselves or for others known to them. 
 
If you would like to be involved in offering prayer in this informal way please talk 
to Pam Lumsden who is coordinating these prayer sessions.  Individual prayer can 
also be requested at any time. Please contact Pam or any of the ALMs and a 
suitable time will be arranged to meet and pray with you. 
  
During the interregnum there have been regular prayer meetings taking place to 
pray for both All Saints’ Cottenham and All Saints’ Rampton.  These prayer 
sessions will continue for the duration of the interregnum, the pew sheet advising 
on dates. Please try to come along if you can; prayer is so important for our 
Churches at this time.  
 
 
Website http://www.allsaintscottenham.org.uk/                  Graham Appleby 
All Saints’ website provides up to date information on the broad spectrum of 
church life in Cottenham. Featured is information on worship and fellowship, and 
importantly during the interregnum, contact details for weddings, baptisms and 
funerals. Regular updates include the weekly Pew Sheet as prepared by Vicki and 
uploaded on Saturday mornings. Also important is the online diary of Hall 
bookings that is vital for booking the Hall for a party, fund-raiser, etc. There are 
also convenient links to the Ely Diocese, Church of England, and to the many past 
and present charities supported by All Saints’. The main page includes a Church of 
England RSS News Feed and a daily Bible verse. And of course there’s also a link to 
All Saints’ Facebook pages. 
 
Please use your website and let us know if you have new ideas. Statistics show 
that there are some 8000 page-hits each month, with peaks at weekends and at 
festivals. 

http://www.allsaintscottenham.org.uk/
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Magazine              Jane Webster 
During 2015 the magazine pattern changed.  We now have a quarterly magazine 
containing predominantly articles and reports, and a monthly notice-sheet 
containing the church diary and notices. 
 
The notice-sheet is emailed to about 100 church members.  Paper copies are 
available in church for people without email and are also delivered to the homes 
of a few people without email who are no longer able to attend church.  The 
monthly diary page is displayed on the church website and on notice-boards. 
 
The magazine is an A5 format printed in colour.  An annual subscription costs £5, 
payable in the autumn.  Our production costs are also supported by a small 
number of advertisers.  We currently have about 55 subscribers, some of whom 
collect the magazine from church and others who have it delivered to their homes.   
 
Additional copies are available in church for a price of £1.50 each and the 
magazine is also displayed on the church website, where it is available for 
download free of charge.   
 
are grateful to all the writers and photographers who have contributed to the 
magazine in the past year.  New ideas and writers are always welcome, to keep 
the magazine fresh and interesting. 
 
The church email address for notice sheet and magazine administration is 
info@allsaintscottenham.gmail.com.  If you have email, please send a message to 
this address if you would like to: 

• Be added to the notice-sheet email circulation list 

• Subscribe to the paper magazine 

• Receive an email prompt when the magazine is available on the church website 
 
If you do not have email, please speak to Jane Webster personally or leave a 
message if you would like to subscribe to the magazine. 
 

mailto:info@allsaintscottenham.gmail.com
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Facebook Page                           Erin Coppin 
Not everyone uses Facebook, so not everyone will be aware of the All Saints’ 
Facebook page.  We have 112 followers, or people who subscribe to see our posts 
in their newsfeed.  When one of our followers presses ‘like’ on one of our posts, 
that post can be seen by their Facebook friends (which works as a very gentle 
form of evangelism and a reminder of our presence in the community).  Some of 
our posts are seen by over 300 people and very occasionally over 500 people, but 
most are seen by around 75 people.  
 
We post about a variety of aspects of church life: pictures of the flowers in the 
churchyard, notification of upcoming events, the bells and handbells, pictures of 
things the children have made, elements of the Sunday service that we think 
people would like to hear about and so on.  If you have things you would like to 
see on the Facebook page, please let us know – we are always on the look-out for 
ideas!  
 
 
Fundraising Group       Edward Kramer 
The group was established by the PCC to raise funds to pay for the refurbishment 
project; by donations from individuals and organisations, by grants and by 
fundraising activities.  We have delayed the formal launch of an appeal until we 
have an agreed quotation for the work; now that we have the faculty (diocesan 
approval), we will soon have a target for the appeal. 
 

We already have approximately £100,000 towards the total.  This includes £50,000 
from a trust fund with village connections, over £30,000 from a parishioner, 
£16,000 from Cottenham Parish Council Public Art Competition and £750 from 
FECA.  All of these demonstrate local support for our project.  The last two are 
specifically for the new communion rail designed by Mac Dowdy.  We have also 
received £3,000 from Allchurches Trust Fund. 
 

In 2016, we organised concerts by the Fen Edge Orchestra and Ely Consort and 
sold greetings cards, some of which were made by Lynda Unwin and others kindly 
donated to us.  We also organised a Christmas Tree Festival.  This has become a 
biennial event and we are particularly pleased that the Cambridge News reported 
the it in the newspaper and on-line.  http://www.cambridge-
news.co.uk/news/cambridge-news/popular-christmas-tree-festival-returns-
12305691 We also invited donations at a Mothering Sunday concert given by 
Junior Prime Brass with Vox-Pop and Tonguetwisters.  
 

 

http://www.cambridge-news.co.uk/news/cambridge-news/popular-christmas-tree-festival-returns-12305691
http://www.cambridge-news.co.uk/news/cambridge-news/popular-christmas-tree-festival-returns-12305691
http://www.cambridge-news.co.uk/news/cambridge-news/popular-christmas-tree-festival-returns-12305691
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We are very grateful to Christine and Tom for organising three parish quizzes with 
more already scheduled for 2017.  Other events planned include an auction of 
promises, Increase your Talents, a Murder Mystery evening and several more 
concerts.  We recognise that the sums raised are relatively small compared with 
the total needed, however these events provide valuable publicity for the church 
and ultimately the appeal.  During the year, we have also had a stall at the Fun 
Run (May) and the Cottenham Festival (July).  These events have provided the 
opportunity to talk about our plans in a relaxed environment. 
 

A continuing challenge is organising publicity for each event.  We would welcome 
parishioners’ assistance with this; from putting a poster in a window to ensuring 
that it is mentioned on local radio.  
 
For most of the year the group consisted of Sue Hooks, Christine Copeland, Vicki 
Norton and Edward Kramer (Chairman).  During the year we welcomed Erin 
Coppin and Emma Bodsworth (as Treasurer).  Unfortunately we said goodbye to 
Margaret Edwards, Alison Wedgbury and Julian Cooper.  We are very grateful for 
all their hard work. 
 
Do you have lots of Fundraising ideas or could you ask for donations from 
individuals or businesses or could you write a convincing case to a grant-making 
body?  We would be delighted if you would like to join the group and help us.  Just 
have a word with me or any member of the group. 
 
Lord, we give thanks for the many people who have supported the refurbishment 
project so generously in many different ways.  As we enter a new phase of our 
work, we pray that those who receive our requests for financial help may look 
favourably on your church of All Saints and give us the encouragement to complete 
the task. 
 
 
 
Little Saints                   Emma McCaughan 
The hall continues to be very busy on Thursday mornings, with pre-schoolers of all 
ages, together with mums, dads, grandparents and childminders.  In the summer, 
we ran three "Messy Play" sessions in the rectory front garden, which went down 
well.  Older children helped with these sessions, and did a very good job 
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Sunday School and Samuel Group               Sarah Ward 
When we leave the Church for our sessions on the first, third and (sometimes) the 
fourth Sundays of the month, we head to the main hall to sing songs together.  
Then the older children go upstairs with Emma McCaughan and Erin Coppin.  The 
younger children and crèche stay downstairs with Sarah Ward and one or two 
parents. 
 
We use Scripture Union materials for age-appropriate games, stories, activities 
and discussions.  In the last year our themes have included Old Testament stories 
about Daniel, Nehemiah, Zechariah and Jonah, Paul’s letters, Jesus’ Caring for us 
and more recently about prayer, especially the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Do remember to ask the children about the stories they’ve heard and the craft 
they have made! 
 
We would always be very happy to have non-parents helping, perhaps taking a 
turn once a term, so that parents can stay in Church and hear the sermons more 
often.  If you would like to be involved please talk to Sarah.  Emma will be handing 
over Samuel Group to Erin Coppin and Bethan Howe during the course of the 
Summer Term.  We would like to say a big ‘thank-you’ to her for all her hard work 
in co-ordinating and preparing sessions for Sunday School and Samuel Group over 
the years.  
 
We pray that we continue to have fun learning together, developing and making 
new friendships. 
 
 
Homegroups              Mick Lumsden 
Why have small groups?  The short answer is that participants will grow in Faith 
and walk more closely with Jesus.  Many of us have found that by sharing together 
we can be encouraged to bravely face our trials and difficulties and to step out in 
prayer and ministry.  In the small groups we get to know and trust each other at a 
deeper level and find a safe place to be more open and honest as well as knowing 
the support of our Christian brothers and sisters. 
  

What has been and is happening?  There have been 3 groups meeting on a 
fortnightly or weekly basis. For Lent we have joined with other Christians in the 
village in Ecumenical groups based on the Film Jesus Christ Superstar. 
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What might happen in the future?  We anticipate that the current groups will 
continue but there is no reason that groups of other types should not form, either 
on a one off or regular basis.  When the Alpha Course was put on there was a 
desire that this should be a regular occurrence in Cottenham.  There could be 
other groups (like a book or film group) or one off events like Death Café. 
   

Ideas – how can we serve the church and community better?  We should be open 
to new and different ideas, bearing in mind the general aims and also the fact that 
the we should be serving the community.  Any ideas will be welcomed and 
considered! 
 
Mick, Pam or Lynda would be delighted to discuss your thoughts and ideas. 
 
 
 
Holiday Club               Sarah Ward 
The Christians Together in Cottenham Holiday Club takes place in the first week of 
the school summer holidays each year.  We invite all Cottenham children aged 5-
11 to attend whether they go to Church with their families or not. Last summer at 
‘Watt-A-Lott Castle – Kingdom Quest’ we had 70 volunteer team members, 15 of 
those were new to our Holiday Club this year and 20 were young people (age 12-
17).  We had up to 138 children attending each day, with a total of 161 children. 
 

Each morning we share stories and themes from the Bible through songs, games, 
craft and drama.  John Hardwick has once again written this year’s material.  
Holiday Club 2017 is ‘Razzamatazz Robots’ which uses the stories of Creation, 
Adam and Eve and Noah. 
 

It is a great opportunity to work with the young people of our village and share 
our faith.  We are always on the look-out for new members to join the Team, so 
please let Sarah Ward know if you are interested.  Roles vary from leading or 
helping with small groups of children to acting in the drama, delivering the 
refreshments, helping with the craft and games activities or venue security! 
 

We pray that as the Core Team continues to meet in preparation for the Holiday 
Club, we get everything planned and prepared in time for another exciting week 
with the children. 
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Operation Christmas Child (Samaritan's Purse)              Sue Hooks 
This year a truly magnificent effort from so many people meant that we were able 
to send 582 boxes to needy children in various parts of the world through 
‘Operation Christmas Child.’ It is astonishing to learn that, for some of the 
children, this is the first present that they will ever have received.  
 
This wonderful result is only possible through the huge amount of help and 
support given by a huge number of people who worked very hard during the two 
packing days in November, and to whom I am deeply grateful. 
 

‘Operation Christmas Child’ is part of ‘Samaritans Purse‘, a charity involved in 
relieving the suffering of needy people through working on a number of projects 
in many parts of the world. The work includes the provision of clean water and 
improving sanitation, famine relief, the prevention and treatment of diseases 
including cholera as well as relief during disasters.  
 

 Shoe Boxes filled with small gifts are sent unconditionally to needy children 
regardless of nationality, creed, or ethnicity. You may not be aware that All Saints’ 
church has been involved in this important project for more than a decade and we 
are very grateful to be supported by lots of friends throughout the village and 
beyond. 
 

Please will you consider packing your own box this year? It is great fun to 
encourage all the family to collect small items, and amazing what can be found for 
little money and also how much will fit in. It can be very rewarding to know that a 
simple box can mean so much.  
 

My thanks for all those who have responded in past years to a growing need by 
sending the gift of a shoe box to a needy child. Packing days for this years’ 
campaign are 3rd and 4th November. I hope you will be able to bring a box or join 
us on one of the packing days. If you would like to know more or get involved, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
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Writing for Rights                Vicki Norton 
Last November a small group of us met in All Saints’ Hall to take part once again in 
Amnesty International’s annual letter writing campaign. Messages of hope were 
sent to people being held captive, tortured and/or have their basic human rights 
violated in other ways. Countries were cards and letters were sent included: 
Azerbaijan, Cameroon, People’s Republic of China, Indonesia, Iran, Malawi, Peru 
and Turkey.   
 
Some of us also sent letters of appeal to international leaders including the 
President of Azerbaijan, President of the Republic of Cameroon, the Office of the 
Prime Minister Canada, the Office of the Public Prosecutor in Egypt, President of 
the Republic of Indonesia, President of the Republic of Malawi, the Minister of 
Interior Carlos Basombrío and President Barack Obama in the US.  We spoke 
briefly on how this event could perhaps be expanded in Cottenham for the 2017 
campaign.  
 
We give thanks that we are able to worship freely here at All Saints’ and pray for 
those who do not have such religious freedom. We hold up to you all the people 
named by Amnesty International in need of support and encouragement; we pray 
that they are granted freedom and an end to their suffering, that they be filled 
with your joy, courage and spirit and that peace can be brought to all. Give us all 
words that encourage, reflect your love and are to your glory in all that we do.   
 
Cottenham Cares                   Vicki Norton 
Several members of All Saints’ continue to join with friends throughout the village 
to raise funds to help those most vulnerable in Syria and on the Syrian borders by 
donating to Save the Children and Medecins Sans Frontieres/Doctors Without 
Borders. Over the past year events have included a table top sale along the high 
street, music quiz, carol singing and a second very successful ceilidh (with the 
Phoenix Ceilidh band).  Cottenham Cares formed as an informal group of 
Cottenham residents (including members from all the churches in Cottenham and 
people without a faith) in 2015, since then the group has raised £20,000. 
 
Lord, We bring before you all who are suffering in Syria and elsewhere in the 
Middle East and pray that they may be touched by your power and might. We give 
thanks for people who courageously work for organisations such as Save the 
Children and Medecins Sans Frontieres; please continue to work through them to 
bring healing and safety. We pray that as your Church here we feel you prompting us to 

become involved in varied ways to help those much less fortunate than ourselves. 
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Cottenham Foodbank                Jennie Steer 
The Cottenham branch of Ely Foodbank will be 2 years old in April 2017.  As the 
Foodbank has gradually become more established, there has been a small but 
steady stream of clients throughout the past year.   
 
We always begin the session with prayer, bringing to God those who will pass 
through our doors that afternoon that we may be sensitive to their needs. Extra 
volunteers are always welcome!  If you are interested, please come along to a 
session any Wednesday between 1pm and 3pm to see what is involved. 
 
We are very grateful to all those who have so generously donated goods over the 
past year.  There are several collection points around the village, including one at 
All Saints' and one at Rampton motors. 
 
 
Traidcraft                 Jennie Steer 
We are also committed to Fair Trade principles at All Saints' and wherever 
possible, we seek to use these products in our church life.  Judi Middleton from All 
Saints' Rampton is our point of contact for Traidcraft products.  Judi comes over to 
Cottenham around 3 times a year and brings Traidcraft goods for sale at coffee 
time in the church hall after our morning service.  This is always popular, 
particularly around Easter and Christmas time.   
 
Thank you to all those within our church family who so generously support 
Traidcraft in this way.  We are grateful too to Judi for her dedication to this cause 
and for raising our awareness of this issue at All Saints' Cottenham.  
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