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Hal |

WI nt er

A | etter from Gar et

Christmas now comes to me with a tinge of sadnes
I t 6s du e-bdingin mymidsightes. This
year we did not get a card from Margaret, an old
friend. Mind you, we did not get one the year befor
I had visited her in an
finding it difficult to have a conversation. This
Christmas she had died and as | write this | am abo
to go to her funeral. While some of the Christmas
cards we receive tell us of contented lives, others t

of us illnesses that are restricting. Linda this year s
a computer written note- her hands now shake so
much that she is unable to write. Martin, an old

friend, the same age as myself, recently stayed. |
disturbed that he could not lift his overnight case ou
of the car and was shocked to see how long it took
him to walk up the stairs. But the saddest occurren
is the cards which don't arrive because an old frien
has died.

Continued on page 2
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All this make me wonder about my own death. It now seems much
more of a possibility than it was in the past when it seemed to be
far off, or even as if it might not happen. Some spiritual traditions
emphasise that we need to come to emotional terms with our own
death- perhaps imagining it and accepting it as a coming reality.
This will help us to shape our own lives. For myself | try to make
good use of the time which | have left. |try to keep fit and so most
days it is a walk to the Gop to buy milk. I go to the course for
mature movers on Wednesday afternoon at the College. At first |
was rather sniffy about it, thinking it would be too easy, since | saw
people arrive with walking aids and that most of the exercises were
done sitting on a chair. Now | find | am quite relieved when the
exercises stop! Then there tshckhance for a half hour chat over a
cuppa. Incidentally I find this a good opportunity to socialise with
others- as | do with the cup of tea after the church service and
during the Workerso6 Educational
Legion. I try to keep my mind active, so | have been studying for a
degree with the Open University, which can be done from home.

As | get older, | remember the past more, particularly my parents

and grandparents, and look back with envy at the climbing and other
sports which | was able to do when | was young. | find that | am
chall enged by the phrase from Lo
todayds bread. |l understand tha
just for today. | do not need to focus on the past, whether about
regrets or what might have been. | do not need to dwell on the

future, whether it be dementia or death. | need to focus on today.

This is the reality of life. It is best lived in the present.

Have a good New Year! Or should | say, have a good today!

AAPPY TODAY

Littlei Samngs oup f ors cbhaoboileschaddlrgme wi
parents and carers. They meet in All

terrmme, 10 am to 11.45 am. I f you wol
contact Emma Mc Caeungnhaa.nmd 2sbW0BRarn @p ob o x .
There are cHwernemtgl YDitswo pWwleishh pm&edbupsr
on alternate Mondays and MWeurasdnayo fro
encourage and support one another as d
i ves. The groups are alhwdys ooperegtud av
basilg. you would I|Ii ke to know more, pl e
(251 3I7i rk @mpl umsdeyo.rplLuysndcaonmynwi n (2504
Il ynda.kingsf ar.m@gmail . com

ThBPaytime Disci meedtsi pnGrTowepsdays at 1.
who is happy to study with simfalyowhatdd
interested in joining, please contact

(kirsten.burrows@ymail.com

The Prayemeetigscdr the | ast Thursday of
i n member s’ homes. We share a time of
foll owed by a time of prayer together,
very welcome to join us (please see pe
to know more, please spedhntdp@ereiems8
The momkelhlloyws hisp alneaopportunity for any
and a chat over afternoon tea It tak
month in the Community room at FranklI:
p m. I f you would |Iike to know mor e, o]
the tea, please contact Sue Hooks (250
Al | SainusdaCHoi rpracti ses in Al Sain
7.00 pm to 8.00 pm, but dates and ti me
al ways wel come. For more information,
(franceshorgan9@hot mail . com).

Al | SaintsoéprBeddirsagenst he bell t ower
evenings 7.30 pm to 9 pm. New members
would Iike to chat about it, cal0b). the

ATTIiG a youth group run by Christian:
11 to 16 year olds, aiming to provide
to hiranbkout spot. For dates and times p!
(01223 23 &k @aenrd8. org

27


https://webmail.plus.net/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=emma.mccaughan%40pobox.com
mailto:mick@mplumsden.plus.com
mailto:lynda.kingsfarm@gmail.com
mailto:kirsten.burrows@gmail.com

Regul ar services and groups From the Registers

The 10.30 am Surmdkaey gedravcieceevery Sunda) o )
One Sunday a mfoge hs drsviacne ,Aldt her weeks We rejoice in the marriage of
Communi on. See All Saintsé Diar for . . .
Serviuc'es al ways includ'e hymns'anﬁ ar e 19 November  AnneMarie Simons & Matthew Craig
refreshments in the church hal/l
Sunday SchHoal chil dren up to Year 2, m We commend into Godds care |tho
10. 30 _servi_ce_(exce—Agewshemvitther@ria an: 12 November Janet Coles
There is nbimoweraadewe have toys for - 22 November  Ethel Joyce Childs
wel come to accompany their children un
songs, games and c+# aofith patriewittsi edau,r i aargd
For information coant ak®@warSdhlm garhe Wid du K
Samuel Grfoaop Years 3 to 6, meets upsta
information contacémBammmc MaCabagh@®pobox. Prayer for t he Interregn
The 9. 30i Serdwisdeggned for young familie Alhmlgh;[)yIGoddogr heavegly_Fath'
church, usually on the | ast Sunday of whose e ove_ on our aviour
confirmation of the date. The service commanded Saint Peter to tend
songs, a story and prayers suitable fo and Saint Paul to be your witn
refreshments. and have charged us at Al Sai
and with all the saints to mak
The 8.30 am Sutnadlags spraceeevery Sunday send us, we pray, a priest
;hli |fs :élways I;oly Co_mmunlog wi t hout to lead, teach and pasture you
00 0 ommon rayer s used. that we, abiding in Christ the
Morning iPsy alyelrd on most Thursdays at ¢ may serve and witness in our c
service lasts about half an hour. and bear much fruit to your gl
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Wednesday communit ak es @ waicceesat di fferer
the village on a monthly pattern We
during the interregnum. I f it is nece
because no | eader is available, people . .
nformed. 11 you want to check up bef Cambridge Executive Cars
Johnston (253478)
Your personal, reliable and friendly private hire taxi service
Tuesday CwlBurderli gned for families with www.cambridge-execulive-cars.co.uk
SChOO! age, . but ) anyone of any age s w Cottenham based Airport, Seaport and Rail transfer specialists!
fortnightl-yi cheri wgthegmmes, drinks and . . .
The service is from 4 pm to 5 pm and i Going home or need to get to the airport at the end of term? Travel in
prayers For | BMmmaMm&aiughancontact style with an executive service for the cost of a usual taxi!
(emma. mccaughan®pobox. com For am enquiry or quote please contact or call
bookingsf@icambridge-executive-cars.co.uk Richard on 07782 130 380
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The venomous Bead

I ntroducing a new series for the ir
Saint Bede of Jarrow (The Venera
the job of | ooking after the par
i nterregnum. He writes to an ol
My dear Trumwine,*

Well, here | am at |l ast, and | n
again after nearly five centurie
complaining of course, and | freely admit that | could have handled
Henryds divorce with a |ittle mo
forces at work, and | dondt see
entire unpleasantness. Peter could have been a little firmer with the
Pope, | think.

Anyway, as | say, here | am, finally rehabilitated and assigned to
Cottenham. 0To where?06 do | hea
Trumwine, you may well ask, and
|l thought just the same: Ohomest

afraid to say that | shook to my sandals. You remember Cotta of
course, frightful oaf, loud of mouth and small of brain, with a B.O.
problem and a tendency to flatulence. | rather fancy the pigs used
to hold theirnoses when they saw him coming! Well you can stop
worrying right now. Whatever
have, their personal hygiene is above reproach. Nestled among the
congregation on a Sunday morning, one might fancy oneself in a
flower garden!

All ow me to anticipate your ne
Why indeed! | think | may say that punishment is still part of the
picture. 't candt be entirely
from our native Northumbria wh
|l ocals go on about the beautif
theydve got nothing else to | o

* Trumwine was Bishop of the Picts from 681 and later a monk at Whitby.
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In our private lives we are often
so hasty to make a point that we
tend to forget that someone is
sensitive and it would be best
left unsaid.

Few of us are perfect, with
countless relationships
destroyed by wanting to confess
to some mistake just to get a
guilt feeling off our chest. We
can confess to God at any time
but should we hurt the person
we have wronged just to clear
our own conscience? We are
taught to forgive and be tolerant

JASON KIRBY

Professional Painting
& Decorating Ltd

All Aspects of Internal & External Decorating.
Period, Residential & Commercial Properties.
City & Guilds Qualified.

Full Public Liability Insurance

Quality & Reliability At Competitive Rates.
References Available.

Local, established business built on reputation.

Tel/Fax: 01954 211775
Mobile: 07966 174431
jasonkirbyltd@gmail.com
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¥  Duluxselect
Gt Decorators

A Professional Service from Start to Finish

but not everyone finds it that
easy, so think before offloading
aburden, it may be regretted.

For those not prepared to
accept an apology, | would say,
bury the hatchet and get on with
life. Life is too short to hold a
grudge. Perhaps it is safer to
pass a sensitive problem over a
trusting ear be

These thoughts are not directedlé'

at anyone in particular,
academics or simple countrymep
like me. We can all speak out of
turn sometimes. If we think
twice and speak once, the world
could be a better place.

PEASGOOD -
S SKEATES

THE
FAMILY FUNERAL SERVICE

f Personal Care and Attention
O R a%faithsg %pelltriagong

horse drawn and green funerals

0p
Bespoke Service Sheets
Memorials
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans from Golden Charter
617 Newmarket Road - Cambridge
Tel: (01223) 415255

www.peasgoodandskeates.co.uk

independent Funeral Directors of Distinction
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Who wi | | get tohyekemenHzsiage ?

In the era of modern communication, no sooner than someone even
thinks of passing on details, someone else is reading it at the touch
of a button or key. How often are messages sent without deeply
considering the possible consequences?

| was part of an organization a
few years ago when one officer
had a complaint about a
member which needed
reporting to a senior member.

=
How was it done? Not face to A
face or a personal telephone c
but, you guessed it, an email. e

Unfortunately, some days later
this message was picked up by
every member in a thread after another unrelated email was sent.
Imagine the embarrassment and unpleasantness over a minor
misdemeanour because someone was too logyink first.

Politicians never seem to learn from the number of leaked emails
and texts and, not being content with that, they choose to put
libellous messages on social media.

Facebook and other social networking sites seem to invite you to
tell everyone else your business, where you are gaimgj who with.
Someone somewhere is rubbing their hands with glee knowing that
an innocent message to a friend tells the thief that you are in
Tenerife for two weeks. What an opportunity to earn a living
without work. Police are constantly warning us of such dangers.
Personally | am not terribly interested who had what for breakfast,
the colour of the nail varnish being usedother trivia.

On a lighter note there are positives. A neighbour found a tortoise
wandering in her garden. She put it on Facebook and tortoise and
owner were reunited within hours after escaping its pen months
before.
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I dm |l ucky to ha
| of assignment with my

record, and maybe if |

make a really good job of

s one, theyo

#1 Ripon or perhaps even
el York.
As far as my duties are

concerned, | dm
| oversee the interregnum.

We live in hope!

ast priest, a lady |

| believe, who hailed from an
| extraordinarily interesting
| sounding place called

#1 Australia, where there are

4| poor
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The Venerable Bede depicted at his
desk in a twelfth century manuscript

#] maneating spiders and all
l the people walk upside
down, has moved to
another parish, and the

souls have to muddle

along on their own for a
bit. Now this does worry

me a little, since as we

both know, | havenbo
were a question of teaching them Latin, or
|l 8dd be fine, but no
director (who does need help, though, so |
t here). Ot her wi s e

t a particle
helping with the chair,

one seems toc
can be a bit useful
I &m rat her at

really appreciate your input. After all, Trumwine, you were a
bishop.You know what it is to run a community, and | would be
truly grateful if you could give me the benefit of your advice from

time to time.
Will write more soon. Mustdasi®t h e

Ever your own, Bede

archdeaconds
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It has always been difficult to have conversations around death,
dying and funerals, even more so when it gets personal. However,
in the past few years signs have been appearing that this taboo is
under challenge.

This challenge is partly being driven by demographics: the
generati on 4% 00wer g$55)diefdhghing the

stage of life when death is getting closer. Throughout the years this
generation has been characterised by questioning and challenging
institutions and authority, and perhaps wanting to be original and
creative. Assomeone putit37KH JHQHUDWLRQ WKDW |
‘RRGVWRFN DUH QRW JRLQJ WR pJR JHQWC

Signs that the taboo is being questioned include the making of
documentaries such a8\ ODV W YCh&adl4), the emergence
of Death Festivals (Southbank), and the success of the-graiss
movement known aPeath Café A Death Café is a space where
people can eat cake and talk about death, sometimes in a real café
or sometimes in a home or other meeting place. Young adults as
well as older people find that once they start talking, there is a lot
to be said about this sensitive but important reality.

The Church of England is well placed to be part of this momentum.

For centuries we have held, both literally and metaphorically,

peopl eds experience and thought s
bereavement. Pastorally, we are there for people as they face death
and there for them as they plan funerals and grieve. We also have
plenty of space and are good at tea and cake.

GraveTalk is a café space to talk about death, dying and funerals. It

Is organised by the local church and can be held in a hall, a home or

a real café. At each event a pack of GraveTalk questions are
distributedd there are fiftytwo specially written open questions

which get people talking about death, dying, funerals and loss.
There are no answers, just conve
of all faiths and doubts.

Perhaps All Saints could invest in a pack of Grave Talk Cards and
organise a session in the village.
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